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By chhael ‘Getler
} .‘-' Wnamng\on Post Statt wrt
Alexander M. rHalg ) S
Reagans choice for secretary of stabe
i yesterday. stoutlys deferided his* ‘per--
* formance in. the; service - of * another
: president, * Richard M. Nixon,’; while
" Democratic. senators for the first txme
called openly for authority. to:subpoe-:
na documents and tapes relating. to
;. Ha:g’s White House years; -

- Nxxon, Haig to']d the' Senate ory
 eign } Relatxons Commxttee_ Yon #thei-
'openmg day of hxs oonf' irmatio .hear-g
ings, “was entltled to the presumptxon
,of innocenceé until proven otherwise.”"
‘As for his own actions "duiring those
-years, . Haig said he ‘.\vorked hard
-within the boundaries of the law and
;the advxce of lawyers to support Ium
fSenata minority would try ‘and use his
_controversial role-in’ the Nixon' White
tfHouse as a way to quatxon his suita-
ibility for the- natlons top diplomatic
;post, Haig camé' to the packed heanng’
“foom’ prepared ;
’head-on
,’,J‘.‘H md g ary
“of what he cn]led “the facts” ¢ .on.all the
controvemlal -items £ ‘raised “by ¥ the,
-Democrats,” » mcludmg -his'7 roles‘ in}
‘Nixon’s ‘pardon;; wn‘etappmg “of “offi::
cials: and.. reporters*and the . bombmg’
bf Cambodla. He,also ‘told jthe: : com-
c Emittée that’ he, personally; had no ob-
“.jectidn to any, subpoena and that he
. dnd fiot have nnythmg to hide.:

The former=four-star general and,

¥ commander of: NATO "troops. won;
'conslderable praisé from both Demo-
fu'ata‘and Repubhcans during the all-}
day session: for the overall talerltsthe!
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< Nebertheless,-a numbeér ‘of . Demo‘
crats fmade clear that’ their”.concerns:]
{were ot hmnted to specific acts thab
‘may ér may not be recorded on ‘some
“secret]tape or Stored in a-locked file,
‘Rather, a number of thém. focused on;
-Haig's, attitudes toward ‘power, ‘the
‘presidency and the: Constitution’ ‘and
‘questioned how those - views, combmed
thh hls _miany ‘years " of mlhtarv ser‘
vxce, would "influence  his actxons ns
secremry of state..”.
: Before Haig said a ,.at 3estet-
day’s session, “Sen. Claiborne Pell- (D-‘
"R.L), the ranking minority member on)
“the 17-person panél, told the. audience ;
;that “in the 16 years I have served on’
“this committee, I do riot recall a nom-;
~ination that has come before 'us. that
+has caused :the.concern and. wo m
“the Senabe that this one haa.” o
"~ Pell,-in his opening statement, also
._'_quxckly brought into, focus. the com-;
_~?mntees sharp partlsan splxt when. he;
dsked it to approvethe: issuance ‘of:
/ subpoenas for specific records “to help;
judge what kind :of ‘a; . secretary. . of| ‘
fstate” Haig would make. Pell and- oth-
er Democrats argued, that clearing the
“gir’ would ‘be” to? everybody’s beneﬁt, i
mcludmv Haig’s; “and that the symbol:!
~ism. of. such a move:v'/ ild “conve: 28,
true spirit of opennmg. .
{5:The committee chairman,” Republi-}
s eam: Sen. Charles Percy of Illinois, :and §
‘the Senate:majority- leader. -Sen::How-{
Fard 3 H.:: Baker - Jr.'; of Tenne&.ee,.
,‘wamed however, that. such a ‘move:
{would ¢ probably lead - nowhere, / that
¢ Nixon:, would_probably take legal acs;
\tnon to,stop it, and that it' would delay.
rconﬁmnng Haig,: posevbly until after’

the ; inauguration,..which, they _said,’
“would. be dangerous'consxdermg mter-

Inational troubles. E TS ,._;.
J27Ab. the :end “of the ;witness table’
;whére ‘Haig ‘sat_was:a’ large .pile . of
vbooks ;and } documents, apparentlh

meant to be used by Republicans in |

STAT

:his. support ; if ‘necessary.-Percy . ve-
‘ferred to how much material was al-u‘
:;’ready available and, later in the hear-
;ing, Sen. Joseph R.. Bxden Jr. (D-Del) ’!
‘pointed - to the -stack’ and - nioted; its ;
symbohsm, an_ allusion to Nxxons,;
natlonally televised. defense of Water->
i gate  in, which’ he surrounded. . himself -
bwith_stacks: of 'books containing: tran-~
scnpts from the White House tapes.
3::Percy temporanly ‘resolved . the
tapa and documents dxspute by ask-;
ing - commxttee ‘counsels from:, both:
partxm 1o, .meet. and report by thxs
¥ morning on what courses seem pmctx
cal to obtain- ‘additional : documenfa
“that “are ' not - restricted * hy." existing ;
rlaws Percy said he would “go along
)mth a request for subpoena power “xf
“necessary.” . 3 ik » L
s Inhiss prep ed.A batement, ng,
~smd the decision;to" use :wiretaps. {o:
4sbop mews 'leaks whs ‘the premdent’
Inot: hls and that, when | ‘asked . who
“had access to Various mformatxon, he:
-supplied names but “never, decided on
whxch individuals were to be’ tapped.”,
. Haig also claimed that “at no time
dxd I evet: sugvest in. any /way an’
ngreement or “‘deal’:; ‘that - Mr. -Nixon'
‘would resign in exchange for a pnrdon
- from Mr. Ford.”: e W
- He'also sought
txons that ‘one tape of.a conversahon
*betweén him? and: Nixon: on June "4,
*1973,,suggmts that he';gupgested : to
“Nixon that; the president: “should dis-
“semble or pretend not:{6 recall some,-i}
thmg" ‘88 part; hf hns\ Watergate : del*
fense. Haig says he canhot.. recall all of j
the comersatxon, and’ that the tape js-; L
S largely Tinintelligible, fbut,f?that “he 3
ithmks he was ad\nsmg Nixon- that, forf
his own' sake; he: should ‘continueg lis- ]
‘“fenlnz to the. tapes‘since" Nixon' could
Fnot mdependently “recall “what had!

__—-—.-o..

}bgen said on varigus occasions. ¥ ¥ ¢4
£4 Hajg claimed that “although Whter.

“gat&‘; was obviously”im rtant” during*:
‘hxa 17, months a3 thte Hotise: chnet'
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